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COST Action CA22129 

InsectAI 
Using Image-based AI for Insect Monitoring & Conservation 

 

Criteria for Grant Award Selection 

Networking Activities in COST supported by a Grant Awarding Process are of two main types: mobility 

grants, which in this action we proposed to support mostly Short-Term Scientific Missions (STSM) 

to a host organization located in a different country than the country of affiliation, and Conference 

grants organised by third parties. These include Inclusiveness Target Country (ITC) Conference 

Grants, Young research and Innovators (YRI) Conference Grants and Dissemination Conference 

Grants (DCG). 

 

EVALUATION OF APPLICATIONS 

All Grant Applications are evaluated by the Grant Committee that includes: the Grant Awarding Team 

(the Insect AI Grant Awarding Coordinator and a second elected Core Group Member), the Action 

Chair, a representant from the Communication Team, and one representant from each Working 

Group in the Core Group Member. 

 

The procedure for application to grants is always open at the e-COST platform, and our Action will 

evaluate applications submitted on a rolling basis, i.e., as they are received in our COST Action 

platform. Before submitting pay attention to our social channels and Action website to understand 

how you can contribute to the objectives and activities of the InsectAI Action in the Grant Period in 

which you are applying. 

 

The Grant Committee evaluates all applications within approximately 10 days after receiving them.  

Once the evaluation process is complete the Applicant receives a formal notification through e-COST 

informing about the outcomes of the evaluation and whether the request has been approved or not. 

Feedback on the submitted proposals is communicated to all applicants. Successful applications 

will also be announced on the Action website for transparency.  
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Overall, the selection of successful applications is based on the scientific scope of the proposals 

and, most importantly, how they support InsectAI in achieving its scientific objectives. Gender 

balance, career stage, and the distribution of Grants among different countries will also be 

considered. Criteria for each grant type are outlined below.  

 

CRITERIA FOR AWARDING THE STSM (Short-term Scientific Mission)  
• Relevance of the proposed exchange towards the InsectAI overall objectives, as stated in the 

Action description (MoU)1 
• Contribution of the proposal to specific objectives and activities of the Action Working 

Groups for that Action Grant Period (to be announced with each STSM call) 
• Quality and clarity of the proposed research, and the motivation behind it 
• Feasibility of the proposed activities 
• Adequacy of the host institution for the proposed research 
• Academic profile and excellence of the candidate 
• Output potential of the research carried out (deliverables) 
• Young Researchers and Innovators (<40 years old) from ITCs2 will be given priority 
• The inclusiveness criterion will be established i.e. geography, age, gender. Please, include 

this information if you want it to be considered in your evaluation 
 
CRITERIA FOR AWARDING THE YRI CONFERENCE GRANTS 

• (COST mandatory) Funds an oral or poster presentation of their own work in high-level 
conference within the scope of the Action< 

• (COST mandatory) Being a Young Researcher and Innovator (YRI) (<40 years old) 
• (COST mandatory) Event must be fully organized by a third-party 
• The applicant can present the results of his/her/their own work as long as there is a clear 

relationship with InsectAI Action topics and objectives  
• The applicant must show the relevance of the event to increase his/her/their network and 

visibility in that research community 
• The applicant should demonstrate the potential of the research presented and of the event to 

increase visibility of the Action 
 
CRITERIA FOR AWARDING THE ITC CONFERENCE GRANTS 

• (COST mandatory) Funds an oral presentation of their own work in high-level conference 
within the scope of the Action 

 
1 CA22129 InsectAI MoU https://e-services.cost.eu/files/domain_files/CA/Action_CA22129/mou/CA22129-e.pdf  
2 COST Inclusiveness Target Countries: Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Croatia, Georgia, Greece, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Republic of North Macedonia, Republic of Serbia, Türkiye and Ukraine. More 
information: https://www.cost.eu/about/strategy/excellence-and-inclusiveness 

https://e-services.cost.eu/files/domain_files/CA/Action_CA22129/mou/CA22129-e.pdf
https://www.cost.eu/about/strategy/excellence-and-inclusiveness
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• (COST mandatory) Presenter must be an Action Participant affiliated to a legal entity located 
in an Inclusiveness Target Country (ITC2) or Near Neighbour Country (NNC3) 

• (COST mandatory) Event must be fully organized by a third-party 
• The applicant can present the results of his/her/their own work as long as there is a clear 

relationship with InsectAI Action topics and objectives  
• The applicant must show the relevance of the event to increase his/her/their network and 

visibility in that research community 
• The applicant should demonstrate the potential of the research presented and of the event to 

increase visibility of the Action 
 
CRITERIA FOR AWARDING THE DCG (DISSEMINATION CONFERENCE GRANTS) 

• (COST mandatory) Funds oral presentations by an Action Participant of the work of the Action 
• (COST mandatory) High-level conference in the field of research relevant to the Action  
• (COST mandatory) Event must be fully organized by a third-party 
• Relevance and quality of the proposed presentation within the InsectAI Action objectives 
• The presentation must report on work undertaken as part of the InsectAI project, such as the 

outcomes of workshops, meetings, and STSMs 
• Potential of the research presented to increase visibility and impact of the Action 
• Relevance of the event to increase the visibility of the applicant in that research community 
• Potential of the event for the applicant to develop new contacts and future collaborations  
• Potential to attract additional participants and stakeholders to the InsectAI action 

 

GRANTS AWARDED 

If the Application is funded, the Applicant receives a Grant Letter stating the approved amount and 

the conditions for receiving the Grant. The Applicant CANNOT in any case start his/her conference 

activities, or STSM before having received the Grant Letter. 

 

Although COST rules foresee top amounts per grant type (up to EUR 4 000,00 per STSM; and up to EUR 

2 500,00 per grant for face-to-face conferences or EUR 500.00 for online conferences), the COST 

Action Grant Evaluation Committee has the right to award less than the indicated maximum amount 

per Grant, according to e.g. annual budget priorities and number of grants envisaged for the given 

period, as agreed within the Action. 

 

Note: According to COST rules, a grant can be awarded to any Action participant (Action Chair, Grant 

Awarding Coordinator, Working Group lead, etc…). However, to avoid conflicts of interest, if members 

of the Grant Committee apply as candidates to any of the grants above, or act as host for a submitted 

 
3 COST NNC: Algeria, Azerbaijan, Egypt, The Faroe Islands, Jordan, Kosovo, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, 
Syria, and Tunisia. Cooperations are temporarily suspended with countries: Belarus, Russia. 
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application, they will not participate in that evaluation procedure and another person will be 

nominated for the grant committee in replacement. 

 

Always consult the ANNOTATED RULES FOR COST ACTIONS, where other details to applicants on 

the procedures are provided. The latest version available is that of Brussels, 25 September 2024 COST 

094/21 Version 2.0  

 


